D-A-S-H

Dynamic activities, Active voices, Safe communities and Healthy engagement
DASH is an 8-week primary school program for grades 5 and 6 which is run across
Metropolitan Melbourne and Regional Victoria.

What’s the need?

Community trauma over the last few years has seen widespread disconnect and social isolation
amongst children and young people. Research indicates that collective responsibility, local
partnerships, and youth voice continue to be important mechanisms for recovery and rebuild.

Why DASH?

DASH facilitates meaningful and protective partnerships with Victoria Police, emergency services
and other community experts to achieve a sense of belonging in, and connection to the local
community. The program culminates in a student led project that harnesses the capacity of
young people to generate solutions for real needs in their local community.

How is DASH delivered?

DASH adopts an experiential and inquiry-based approach to learning. Weekly 90-minute
sessions are facilitated in the classroom by specialist facilitators and supported by a range of
community experts and agencies who act as learning partners alongside students. DASH aligns
with the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) and can be tailored to meet the
needs of your school community.

How can parents be involved?

A one-hour online session is included, exploring key program themes, providing guidance on how
to extend classroom discussions and inviting parents/carers to be part of the student project.
Parents/carers will also receive a local services community map.

Program Objectives
Dynamic, fun, interactive, and
collaborative experiences to
build social connections.
Enhance student wellbeing by
providing a platform for youth
voice during challenging
times.
Strengthen students' belief in
their ability to generate
positive change in their
community.
Develop core competencies
including communication,
collaboration, critical and
creative thinking, problem
solving, and social and
emotional intelligence.
Strengthen students’
awareness of and connection
to their community.
Deep exploration of
community challenges, whilst
proactively considering real
time solutions.

Want to know more?

For more information about the program or to book a program for
your school, please contact us at: dash@bluelight.org.au

